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NZILA Statement of Philosophy
The landscape reflects cumulative effects of physical and cultural processes. The New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects aims to foster and develop an understanding of these processes and to ensure that this knowledge is applied in such a manner as to conserve or enhance the quality of all natural resources and human values.
Purpose of the planning practice documentation
The purpose of the planning practice guides and notes is to support the objects and statement of philosophy of the institute and provide reference material and information that assists landscape architects in their professional practice. 
Members of the NZILA receive practice support information, including the planning practice guides, as part of their member benefits. They are entitled to use the information in accordance with any Copyright and Disclaimer statement contained within the guides and in accordance with the New Zealand Copyright Act.

In addition, the NZILA gives permission to Registered Landscape Architects to:

· Make limited copies for direct use in their professional practice

· When using a Note in its entirety you are required to attribute ownership of the

copyright to the NZILA (Copyright – NZILA). 
Note: Restrictions apply in relation to preparing evidence for the Environment Court as follows: It must be remembered by parties, counsel, and witnesses in proceedings, that these practice guides and notes cannot receive formal approval from the Court; also that every case proceeds on its own merits, such that any given portion of a document may or may not be found relevant or accurate in any situation in which reference is made to it.
· These permissions specifically exclude the copying of NZILA Practice Guides or Notes in part or whole for sale or publication except as normally allowed by the Copyright Act.

Use of documentation by academic staff and tertiary institutions

Academic staff and tertiary institutions may use NZILA Practice Guides in the teaching of

their courses under the outlined conditions.

The use of Practice Notes for teaching are governed by the following conditions-

· The lecturer or institution must own a copy of the Guide/s being used, either

obtained directly from the NZILA or received from the NZILA as a member benefit.

· Portions of the Guide/s may be quoted from by the teacher or used in

instruction as an illustration of professional practice. In this situation students may
receive a copy of the Guide provided it is used for studies and not for professional use. The information being used should be attributed to the NZILA. (Note: student members may receive some Notes as a member benefit as part of their Student Set.)
Introduction

In 2008, the NZILA Education Foundation initiated a series of workshops with landscape practitioners. The purpose of the workshops was to establish principles of good practice and consistency to fundamental approaches to Resource Management Act (RMA) matters, relative to the preparation and presentation of expert evidence at Council Hearings and Environment Court fixtures.  The initiative included primary discussion on the landscape assessment process, including definitions of terms, visual simulation, and expert landscape evidence.

The major outcome from the Landscape Planning Initiative was the directive that a series of best practice guidelines be prepared, aimed at landscape practitioners and decision makers involved in landscape assessment and sustainable management.

Two documents have been completed for membership use.  It is important to note, however, that the Landscape Planning Initiative is seen as a process and a work in progress, with further guides and notes to be developed in due course.
In addition to these documents, The Aotearoa/New Zealand Landscape Charter has been prepared for consultation.  The Charter provides a set of landscape principles and actions that expands on the NZILA Statement of Philosophy and provides a means by which natural and cultural landscapes can be recognised, protected and enhanced. In particular, The Charter sets out the beliefs and values of the NZILA which apply to the quality, protection, planning, enhancement, change, design and management of the landscape in Aoteraoa/New Zealand. The Charter also incorporates current NZILA Environment Policy.
The objective of the NZILA Environment Policy states: 

The New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects (NZILA) is committed to protecting and enhancing the landscape.  To achieve this objective the NZILA encourages members to take a leadership role in promoting sustainable and innovative landscape and resource management policies and practices.

Landscape Assessment and Sustainable Management 
The Landscape Assessment and Sustainable Management Best Practice Note provides an overview of the generic process of Landscape Assessment and a set of definitions of terms commonly used in practice. It outlines processes and practice applications typically carried out by landscape architects in the planning, design and management of landscapes, and is in two parts:

1. An outline of the landscape assessment process and definitions, and 

2. Guidance on practice applications. 

This is considered to be the general introduction and overview document.

It is intended that the Landscape Planning Initiative, as a process, will be complemented by a series of best practice notes on specific aspects of landscape assessment, which will be prepared and published progressively.
Future Initiatives
The first of these, Visual Simulations: Best Practice Guide provides technical guidelines for visual landscape simulations. The purpose of the guide is to present an approach to simulation using 3D models and methodologies that encourage the use of appropriate methods and techniques, to achieve acceptable levels of accuracy, replication and transparency of process.
It is envisaged that future practice notes will cover specific subject matter such as (but not limited to):

· Preparation of Landscape Evidence,

· Te Ao Maori and Engagement with Tangata Whenua, and

· Assessment Techniques: Approaches and Applications

